
HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Monday 19th February 2018

PRESENT:  Councillor Rush (Chair); Councillors Beswick, Dutton, 
Susan Emmott, Malcolm, McCarthy, O'Rourke, Robinson and Wardle

OFFICERS:  Stuart Hay and Andrew Storey (Neighbourhoods Directorate) 
and Alison James (Resources Directorate)

APOLOGIES
47 There were no apologies for absence.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
48 In accordance with the Code of Conduct for Councillors and Voting Co-
Opted Members, Councillor Dutton declared a personal interest in the Minutes 
of the meeting of the Township Committee held on 27th November 2017 
(Minute 44) in so far as he was a governor at Harwood Park Primary School.

URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS
49 There were no urgent items of business.

ITEMS FOR EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
50 There were no private items of business.

OPEN FORUM
51 The following matters were raised as part of the Open Forum:-

a) Footpath – Saxons Farm
Mr H Downham-Clarke provided an update about a footpath/right of way at 
Saxons Farm which had been in dispute but which had now been resolved 
satisfactorily with the landowner. Mr Downham-Clarke was thanked for 
pursuing this matter.

b) Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV’s)
Mr H Downham-Clarke expressed concern about the number of HGV’s in 
Heywood that were being poorly driven and which could present a danger to 
pedestrians and other road users.

The Township and Engagement Officer was requested to write to locally 
based businesses who used HGV’s to inform them about the concerns that 
had been raised on behalf of the Township.

c) Heywood In Bloom
Mrs E Wintle-Yates asked whether a banner could be provided in Heywood 
Town Centre outlining the achievements of the In Bloom organisation.

The Township Committee supported this suggestion and requested the 
Township and Engagement Officer to progress the matter.



MINUTES
52 The Minutes of the meeting of the Township Committee held on 27th 
November 2017 were considered.

The following matters were raised:-
 Scout Jamboree (Minute 39 refers) – Councillor O’Rourke informed the 

Committee that up to nine scouts would be attending this year’s scout 
jamboree at a cost of £4000 each and would be seeking assistance 
towards the cost as it was on a self-funding basis;

 Alexandra Street Area (Minute 40a) – Following a request for an 
update from Councillor Robinson, the Township and Engagement 
Officer reported that a date for the investigations was awaited and 
would be reported to Members in due course;

 World War One Commemorations (Minute 46 refers) – Councillor 
McCarthy requested that an update be provided on when the project 
would start as it had been agreed that it commence early in 2018. The 
Township and Engagement Officer was requested to look into the 
matter and report back to Members;

 The Need for Extra Primary School Places 2017-2020 (Minute 45 
refers) – Councillor Dutton informed the Committee that the governing 
body of Harwood Park Primary School had expressed their concern 
about additional places being provided at some schools when 
vacancies existed elsewhere.

Decision: That the minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township 
Committee held on 27th November 2017 be approved and signed as a correct 
record.

HEYWOOD HIGHWAYS AND STRUCTURES CAPITAL PROGRAMME 
2018-2020
53 The Committee considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods 
which sought approval of the 2018-20 highways and structures capital 
programme for the Heywood Township.

 
Alternatives considered:

 
The alternative to carrying out the programme would be to maintain the asset 
on a worst first basis. This approach was a lot more expensive than carrying 
out preventative maintenance and was deemed by the Department for 
Transport (DfT) as being inefficient which could lead to a reduction in funding 
from the DfT.

 
In considering the report, Members of the Township Committee raised the 
following matters:-

 That utilities companies should be billed for any incomplete works 
following any utilities works on the highway;

 Could ‘A’ Roads be removed from the programme as these should be 
dealt with separately as strategic routes for the whole Borough;



 There were a lot of concerns about the quality of some of the repairs 
being undertaken, especially to pot holes;

 A list of outstanding list of pot hole repairs and those that had 
exceeded the agreed timescales had been requested;

 An update on the progress of the Keep Clear Markings at Waterfold 
Lane was requested;
 

Decision:
 

1.  That the 2018-20 highways and structures capital programme for 
Heywood Township as detailed within the report be approved;
 

2.  That where events external to the Council require rapid response or 
agreement in principle, that the Head of Highways be authorised to 
vary the programme in consultation with the Portfolio Holder and the 
Chair of the Township committee.
 

Reason for decision:
 

The recommended programme had been put together based on network 
condition data, engineer site visits and guidance issued by the Department for 
Transport (DfT). The programme aimed to maximise the improvement to the 
network by carrying out the most efficient and cost effective engineering works 
to the asset.

 
The programme had been produced to ensure maximum efficiency and cost 
benefit which would satisfy an element of the DfT self-assessment 
questionnaire which would enable Rochdale to receive the maximum budget 
allocation available from the DfT.

 
Eligible for call in - yes 


